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ABSTRACT The COVID-19 pandemic significantly disrupted global systems, leading to a surge in xenophobic
attacks against Africans in China. This study investigates global tweets from January 2020 to June 2020 to understand
the pertinent issues and recurring tones of discourse during the incidents. Utilising media dependency theory, the role
of x.com as a platform for protest and crisis communication was analysed. Digital ethnography was employed to
gather qualitative and quantitative data from purposively sampled tweets. Most tweets addressed the origins and
spread of COVID-19, the socio-economic impacts of the attacks, and the responses from various stakeholders. The
predominant tones were pessimistic, characterised by distrust, fear, and anger. Furthermore, social media was confirmed
as useful for raising awareness and shaping public opinion, particularly during crises. The study recommends the
development of media literacy skills, and the implementation of strong local and international policies to address the
public health and social crisis.

INTRODUCTION

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the global
community’s economic, political, socio-cultural,
and health systems. Scholars agree that the sever-
ity of the COVID-19 pandemic threatened human
existence in low and high-resource countries
(Adom 2020; Gyanwali 2020; Renzaho 2020; Chen
et al. 2024). In addition, statistics reveal that coun-
tries such as the United States, India, Russia, Mex-
ico, China, Spain, Italy, and Brazil had significant
numbers of deaths with over 7 million deaths re-
corded globally (WHO 2024). Hence, the COVID-
19 pandemic can be regarded as one of the deadliest
plagues in the history of mankind.

In recent times, there have been increasing cas-
es of xenophobic attacks against Africans in Chi-
na, which has raised concerns among policymak-
ers, healthcare experts, educators, and social sci-
entists in the global community. Importantly, schol-
ars observed that these attacks were targeted most-
ly at Black Africans compared to other racial de-
scents in Africa (Ouassini et al. 2022; Obianagwa
et al. 2023). It therefore becomes important to un-
derstand the rationales, characteristics, and how
future occurrences can be ameliorated.

Importantly, social media platforms such as
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter have become
essential platforms for information dissemination
and public debate (Segerberg and Bennett 2011).
For example, X (formerly Twitter) has emerged as
the most popular platform for sharing breaking

news, individual experiences, emotions, and per-
sonal opinions about current events (Chandraseka-
ran et al. 2020; Mustaqim et al. 2020). Interestingly,
the attention of scholars around the world has
turned to X (formerly Twitter) data to assess the
media framing of topical issues like global warming
(Loureiro and Alló 2020), nuclear weapons (Allen
and McAleer 2018), assessment of disaster dam-
age (Kryvasheyeu et al. 2016), and vaccination
during the pandemic (Okorie 2022), among others.

Particularly, the increasing cases of xenopho-
bic victimisation in some regions of the world have
led to an outcry on popular social media platforms.
For example, scholars observed that there have
been several social media posts particularly,
‘Tweets’ on X (formerly Twitter) about xenophobic
attacks against Africans in China (Hariharan 2021;
Ngcamu and Mantzaris 2021; Dhungana et al. 2022).
In essence, the global media systems, especially
through the instrumentality of social media have
promoted health communication to sensitise glo-
bal audiences about virus outbreaks while sharing
breaking news, individual experiences, and personal
opinions about current events.

There have been several comprehensive stud-
ies about the COVID-19 outbreak in health com-
munication. Several of these focused on vaccina-
tion and health education during the pandemic
(Okorie 2022), while others explored fake news and
the COVID-19 pandemic (Apuke and Omar 2021;
Uwalaka et al. 2021). Nevertheless, there are limit-
ed studies on the outbreaks and connected social
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issues recorded during the COVID-19 and post-
COVID-19 period such as xenophobic attacks on
Black Africans in China. This study, therefore, in-
vestigated the global tweets about xenophobic
attacks against Africans in China during the first
few months of the COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover,
this study explored this socio-cultural issue through
the prism of media dependency theory to under-
stand the potential use of Twitter for protest com-
munication against xenophobic attacks against
Africans.

Objectives of the Study

The objectives of this study were to:
1. Determine the pertinent issues of global

tweets about xenophobic attacks on Africans
in China during the COVID-19 outbreak

2. Examine the recurring tones of global tweets
about the xenophobic attack on Africans in
China during the COVID-19 outbreak

Research Questions

The research questions this study aims to an-
swer are as follows:

1. What are the pertinent issues of global tweets
about xenophobic attacks on Africans in
China during the COVID-19 outbreak?

2. What are the recurring tones of global tweets
about the xenophobic attack on Africans in
China during the COVID-19 outbreak?

Hypothesis

There is an association between the pertinent
issues and the recurring tone of global tweets about
xenophobic attacks on Africans in China during
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical anchorage for this study was
the media dependency theory developed by San-
dra Ball-Rokeach and Melvin Defleur in 1976 (Ball-
Rokeach and DeFleur 1976). The thrust of this the-
ory stipulates that individuals in most modern so-
cieties will rely on or depend on the media for in-
formation and education during crises such as war,
pandemics, and natural disasters (Lowrey 2004;
Kim 2020; Salman 2021). According to this theory,

the power of media is greater when individuals
depend on the media for news and information
(Ball-Rokeach and DeFleur 1976). In addition, indi-
viduals will seek more information from the media
to be more enlightened about the crisis.

In this digital age, social media has emerged as
one of the broad categories of the media. It comes
in several categories such as social network sites
(SNSs), media-sharing platforms, microblogging
sites, discussion forums, messaging, and chat ap-
plications (Coetzee et al. 2016). There are more than
100 social media platforms in the Internet space.
However, the five most popular social media plat-
forms are Facebook, Instagram, X (formerly Twit-
ter), YouTube, and TikTok (Statista 2024). In recent
years, X (formerly Twitter) has become a media for
political activism, resistance, mobilisation, and massive
information dissemination during crises.

As it relates to this study, the pandemic has
influenced most individuals in the global commu-
nity to seek out health information for safety and
prevention. In addition, the COVID-19 lockdown
led to the increasing use of social media platforms
such as Twitter for news and information (Obi-Ani
et al. 2020; Sharma et. al. 2020; Mittal et al. 2021).
For example, this situation exposed the tweets
about xenophobic attacks against Africans from
April 2020 to June 2020 (Dhungana et al. 2022).
Particularly, these tweets not only revealed but
also raised concerns about the harsh health condi-
tions faced by Africans in China, which could trigger
contracted cases of COVID-19.

In the same vein, the tenet of this theory is in
line with the objectives of this study, which ex-
pounds on the use of X (formerly Twitter) as a
health communication platform for the news and
information about the predominant issues and sen-
timents about xenophobic attacks against Africans
in China.

COVID-19 and Xenophobic Attacks

The severity of COVID-19 affected the eco-
nomic, social, and health systems in China as in
other parts of the world. Scholars have observed
that the Communist government in China adopted
several stringent measures to mitigate the threat of
the deadly virus (Chen et al. 2021; Cheng et al.
2021; Liu et al. 2021). In addition, several interna-
tional organisations have proffered effective health
communication to curb the pandemic in China
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(Mheidly and Fares 2020; Ratzan et al. 2020). Hence,
China has adopted several health protocols and
interventions to curb the COVID-19 pandemic.

Particularly, China was negatively affected by
different variants of COVID-19 (El-Shabasy et al.
2022). In March 2023, several global media outlets
reported the emergence of another deadly variant
of COVID-19 (Lambrou 2023; Zheng et al. 2023).
The prevalence of this variant has led to another
public concern to strengthen health protocols for
mobility and international migration in China (Li et
al. 2021; Martin and Bergmann 2021). Moreover,
China experienced new deadly viruses, like COV-
ID-19, which can spread to other countries in Asia
and the rest of the world.

Additionally, the advent of the COVID-19 pan-
demic brought about the issue of xenophobic dis-
crimination especially against Africans residing in
China to the fore. Several scholars observed that
many Chinese were victims of xenophobic attacks
in many parts of the world because the pandemic
is believed to have originated in China (Hennebry
and Hari 2020; Reny and Barreto 2022). For exam-
ple, several media reports revealed how the Chi-
nese were discriminated against in several European
countries (Li et al. 2021).

Likewise, there were increasing media reports
about how the Chinese were engaging in xeno-
phobic attacks against African residents in China.
For example, scholars like Ouassini et al. (2022)
and Obianagwa et al. (2023) revealed how Black
and African migrants were discriminated against
based on certain health protocols not only blam-
ing them as responsible for the disease but with an
intent to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in China.
Although the menace of xenophobia over the years
is beyond China, it can however be argued that the
Chinese engaged in acts of discrimination against
Africans, which by implication is an act against
the fundamental principle of human rights (Obi-
anagwa et al. 2023). In essence, there is a connec-
tion between the advent of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in China and the surge of xenophobic
attacks recorded in the same period.

Global Tweets: Issues and Tone on COVID-19 and
Xenophobia Against Africans in China

Social media, especially X (formerly Twitter),
provides a valuable lens through which to analyse
public sentiment and discourse on these issues.

The social platform (X) was particularly identified
as a predominant means for protest communica-
tion to condemn discrimination against Africans at
the break of the COVID-19 pandemic (Liu et al.
2021). It is perhaps the most popular platform for
sharing breaking news, individual experiences, and
personal opinions about current events through
tweets, retweets, comments, tags and hashtags,
and other forms of engagement (Mustaqim et al.
2020). For example, hashtag campaigns were creat-
ed and sponsored on Twitter by groups and indi-
viduals in reaction to the Chinese discrimination
against Africans during the outbreak of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Importantly, several posts were
made on the issues of COVID-19 and discrimination
against African communities in China, particularly
in Guangzhou (Xu et al. 2021).

Media discussion during this period centres
around the actual source of the pandemic, its im-
pact on social, economic, and political life, and the
acts of racial discrimination across the world par-
ticularly by the Chinese against African migrants
(Liu et al. 2021; Workneh 2022; Obianagwa et al.
2023). Likewise, it was observed that the tones of
engagement during this time were mostly negative
in terms of anger outbursts, blame-shifting, frus-
tration, condemnation, complaints, and fears among
others. Nevertheless, there remains a dearth of a
comprehensive investigation on the global tweets
particularly, on the xenophobic attacks on black
Africans in China at the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.

MATERIAL  AND  METHODS

This study adopted digital ethnography to
generate qualitative and quantitative data about
global tweets of xenophobic attacks on Africans in
China during the COVID-19 pandemic. The type of
digital ethnography used for this study was the
conceptual perspective (Forberg and Schilt 2023).
This type of analysis is used to investigate the key
concepts affecting the phenomenon.

Notably, the digital ethnography approach for
this study was the analytical approach. The ana-
lytical approach is used to conduct an intrinsic
analysis of the qualitative and quantitative data in
line with the study’s objectives (Caliandro 2018).
The analytical approach is used to evaluate the
data to proffer valuable contributions to policy
intervention and sustainable development.
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 Equally important, the sampling design adopt-
ed the purposive sampling technique to select the
top 30 global tweets about the xenophobia attack
on Africans in China during the COVID-19 pan-
demic (Okorie 2022). The timeline of this research
investigation was from January 2020 to June 2020.
The choice of the timetable was in line with the rise
and fall of the xenophobic attack.

For contextual validity, the inclusion criteria of
this study were global tweets with the phrases
“xenophobic attack of Africans in China” were ac-
cepted. In contrast, tweets with words such as
“discrimination of Africans in China” or “discrimi-
nation of Blacks in China” were rejected. Further-
more, all retweets and reply posts were not included
to avoid redundancies and repetitions.

Interestingly, the three metrics for the measure-
ment of global tweets in this study. These metrics
were the global tweets’ prominence, engagement,
and sentiments (Zhang et al. 2021). First, the prom-
inence depicts the top tweets according to the
Twitter algorithm. Second, engagement depicts the
reactions and comments of the global tweets. Third,
sentiments refer to Twitter users’ emotional dispo-
sition and opinions about the issue. Chi-square
analysis was used to ascertain the association
between the nominal variables that is, the perti-
nent issues and the recurring tone of global tweets
about xenophobic attacks on Africans in China
during the COVID-19 outbreak). Furthermore, a
contingency coefficient measure was used to deter-
mine the significance and direction of the association
between the variables.

RESULTS

This empirical investigation generated quanti-
tative and qualitative data about global tweets of
xenophobic attacks on Africans in China during the
pandemic. The results were presented and analy-
sed in line with the research questions, which were

also in line with the metrics of social media measurement:
prominence, engagement, and sentiments.

 Table 1 depicts the global tweet on COVID-19
outbreaks and xenophobic discrimination against
Africans in China. It consists of the selected tweets,
the sources, the date of the tweets, and the en-
gagement pattern particularly likes, comments,
likes, and retweets. The Table shows that most of
the global tweets were mostly from Africans, inter-
national and local government agencies, and me-
dia agencies. Likewise, most of the tweets focus
more on the cause and origin of the outbreak, the
spread of the xenophobic attacks against Africans
in China, the impacts socially, politically, and eco-
nomically, and responses from individuals, gov-
ernment, and international organisations. For ex-
ample, a post by Suzanne claimed the pandemic
has exposed the racial indolence against Black
Africans in China. Similarly, the Vanguard News-
papers confirmed that the COVID-19 fears sparked
xenophobia in China against Africans during the
early days of the pandemic.

 Table 2 shows pertinent issues of the global
tweets about the xenophobic attacks on Africans
in China during the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak.
Five key issues were identified, which are, issues
about the source and origin of the outbreak, the
spread and growth of the outbreak and the adjoin-
ing attacks on Africans residing in China, the eco-
nomic, social, and political impacts of the outbreaks,
the responses of government, local and interna-
tional institutions and individuals, this includes
condemnations that was also indicated as a re-
sponse. Particularly, about 10 percent of the sam-
pled tweets centred on where the pandemic start-
ed, and about 20 percent focused on the spread
and growth of the disease and the adjoining vio-
lent attacks on Africans residing in China. About
30 percent were on the social, political, and eco-
nomic implications of the attacks, while the major-
ity of about 40 percent tweeted on the individuals,

Table 2: Pertinent issues of global tweets about xenophobic attacks

S. No. Pertinent issues of global tweets Frequency Percentage

1 Source/origin of the outbreak 3 10.0
2 Spread and growth 6 20.0
3 Impact (economic, social and political) 9 30.0
4 Responses (government and institutional) 12 40.0

Total 30 100.0

Source: Authors 2024
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institutional, and government responses to the
attack, these are mostly in the form of condemnation
of the attack.

 Table 3 revealed the recurring tones of global
tweets about the xenophobic attack on Africans in
China during the COVID-19 outbreak. The data
shows the tones were mostly pessimistic with 36.7
percent depicting fear, likewise, another 36.7 per-
cent depicting fear while about 26.6 percent of the
tweets depict anger.

Table 4 displays that there is an association
between the paired variables. The Table shows
the linear association was significant (P<0.005).
Therefore, the test confirms that there is a signifi-
cant association between the pertinent issues and
the recurring tone of global tweets about xeno-
phobic attacks on Africans in China during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

DISCUSSION

This digital ethnographic inquiry explores the
xenophobic attacks on Africans in China at the
outbreak of COVID-19 especially as expressed
through on x.com (then Twitter) during the first
few months of the COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover,
the study through the prism of media dependency
theory and relevant literature answered two
research questions.

The study identified the pertinent issues of
global tweets about xenophobic attacks on Afri-
cans in China during the COVID-19 outbreak as

discourse on the origin of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the spread of the pandemic, its impact and impli-
cations, and responses. This discovery aligns with
studies of scholars like Umejei (2021), Okorie (2022),
Ouassini et al. (2022), Brujiæ (2024) and Li (2024)
who identified themes and media framing of COV-
ID-19-related issues as the origin and source of
the pandemic, misconceptions, expression of griev-
ances, racial attacks and reappraisal, global aware-
ness, campaigns and mobilisation, consequences,
impacts, and implications. Nonetheless, the xeno-
phobic attacks experienced by blacks in China at
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic are not
peculiar as there were similar attacks in several
parts of the world, particularly against the Chinese
whom many blame as the cause and origin of the
disease. The studies of Govender (2017), Mutua
and Ong’ong’a (2020), and Hayek (2024), confirmed
how the media frame issues in times of crisis large-
ly determine the type of perception and reactions
that will be experienced.

Similarly, the recurring tones of global tweets
on the attacks on Africans in China during the
COVID-19 outbreak were identified to be generally
pessimistic and sentimental such as expressions
of threat, distrust, fear, and anger as noted in this
study. The observation is similar to those earlier
made by other scholars (like McCauley et al. 2013;
Mutua and Ong’ong’a 2020; Xu et al. 2021; Ittefaq
et al. 2022; Chen et al. 2024). For example, observa-
tions made by McCauley et al. (2013) during the
H1NI Flu outbreak in 2009-2010 and Chen et al.
(2024) for the COVID-19 pandemic revealed that
news media coverage during crises naturally acti-
vates pessimistic tones, which unfortunately com-
plicates the spread of the disease (Wang et al. 2024).
In essence, the dissemination of sentimental and
pessimistic messages by individuals, groups, and
media entities, especially in times of crisis like the
COVID-19 pandemic, can be considered normal.
However, this is complicated by the viral nature
and ease of proliferation of untrue information on
social media platforms.

Table 3: The recurring tones of global tweets about
the xenophobic attack

S.No. Tones of global tweets Frequency Percentage

1 Anger 8 26.6
2 Fear 11 36.7
3 Distrust 11 36.7

Total 30 100

Source: Authors 2024

Table 4: Chi-Square Test

Categories Values Df Asymptotic significance (2-sided)

Pearson chi-square 49.602a 6 .000
Likelihood Ratio 53.003 6 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association 25.020 1 .000
Number of valid cases 30

Source: Authors 2024
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Finally, the study revealed there is a significant
association between pertinent issues and the re-
curring tones of global tweets about xenophobic
attacks on Africans in China during the COVID-19
outbreak. The hypothesis test showing that the
strength and direction of the association were sig-
nificant, implies that the type of issues that are
being talked about greatly influenced the tone that
was used in expressing it. In the case of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the issue is a health and social
crisis, which was mostly expressed in a sentimental
and pessimistic tone.

CONCLUSION

This study provides a comprehensive analy-
sis of global tweets about xenophobic attacks on
Africans in China during the COVID-19 pandemic,
focusing on the pertinent issues and recurring
tones. The analysis, based on the media depen-
dency theory, underscores the role of social media
as a vital platform for information dissemination
and public discourse during crises. The findings
highlight several critical insights such as pertinent
issues identified, recurring tones of tweets, and
the association between issues and tone. By im-
plementing the recommendations as identified,
policymakers, social media platforms, public health
officials, and researchers can contribute to creating
a more inclusive and equitable global society.

Importantly, future research could adopt alter-
native methodologies such as longitudinal or cross-
cultural approaches, and technological tools that
will expand the scope of the investigation to other
social media platforms and compare their roles in
crisis communication. In sum, this study provides
valuable insights into the complex interplay be-
tween global crises and social issues, highlighting
the significant role of social media in shaping pub-
lic perceptions and responses. The findings call
for comprehensive strategies to address both the
immediate health threats and the underlying social
tensions exacerbated by the pandemic.

RECOMMENDATIONS

There is a need for robust local and interna-
tional policy interventions to address the public
health crisis and connected social issues like dis-
crimination and xenophobic attacks. Particularly,
relevant policymakers can implement stringent anti-

discrimination policies that specifically target xe-
nophobic behaviours and provide protections for
vulnerable and minority communities. Similarly, the
pivotal role of social media, particularly X (former-
ly Twitter), in shaping public discourse and mobil-
ising collective action in an age of overall connec-
tivity cannot be overemphasised. It is important to
establish clear and accessible reporting mecha-
nisms on social media for victims of social crises
like xenophobic attacks to seek timely help and
justice or more importantly execute laudable pre-
ventive measures. Nonetheless, it remains critical
to address the limitations of social media usage
such as the proliferation of fake news. This might
involve developing media literacy skills that can
identify and mitigate the spread of bigotry, racism,
hate speech, fake news, and misinformation.

REFERENCES

Adom D 2020. The COVID-19 global pandemic: Socio-cul-
tural, economic and educational implications from Ghana. 
International and Multidisciplinary Journal of Social Sci-
ences, 9(3): 202-229.

Allen DE, McAleer M 2018. President Trump tweets su-
preme leader Kim Jong-Un on nuclear weapons: A compar-
ison with climate change. Sustainability, 10(7): 2310.

Apuke OD, Omar B 2021. Fake news and COVID-19: Model-
ling the predictors of fake news sharing among social media
users. Telematics and Informatics, 56: 101475.

Ball-Rokeach SJ, DeFleur ML 1976. A dependency model of
mass-media effects. Communication Research, 3(1): 3-21.

Brujiæ M 2024. Epidemic in the time of the COVID-19
pandemic: News media framing of the MMR vaccination
controversy in Serbia. Social Science & Medicine, 358.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2024.117225

Caliandro A 2018. Digital methods for ethnography: Analyt-
ical concepts for ethnographers exploring social media
environments. Journal of Contemporary Ethnogra-
phy, 47(5): 551-578.

Chandrasekaran R, Mehta V, Valkunde T, Moustakas E 2020.
Topics, trends, and sentiments of tweets about the COVID-
19 pandemic: Temporal infoveillance study. Journal of
Medical Internet Research, 22(10): e22624.

Chen H, Shi L, Zhang Y, Wang X, Jiao J, Yang M, Sun G 2021.
Response to the COVID-19 pandemic: Comparison of strate-
gies in six countries. Frontiers in Public Health, 9: 708496.

Chen M, Liu K, Zhao L, Guo Z 2024. What we convey when
we talk about public health crisis: A case study of global
media coverage of COVID-19 using Big Data Approach. 
Emerging Media, 27523543241295284.

Cheng Z J, Zhan Z, Xue M, Zheng P, Lyu J et al. 2021. Public
health measures and the control of COVID-19 in
China. Clinical Reviews in Allergy and Immunology, 1-16.

Coetzee M, Wilkinson A, Krige D 2016. Mapping the social
media landscape: A profile of tools, applications, and key
features. Communitas, 21: 178-195.



TWEETS, COVID-19, AND XENOPHOBIA AGAINST AFRICANS IN CHINA 197

Ethno Med, 18(3): 190-198 (2024)

Dhungana SK, Zaidi H Mishra N, Kuffour A 2022. Xenopho-
bic bullying and COVID-19: An exploration using big data
and qualitative analysis. International Journal of Environ-
mental Research and Public Health, 19(8): 4824.

El-Shabasy RM, Nayel MA, Taher MM, Abdelmonem R,
Shoueir KR 2022. Three waves’ changes, new variant strains,
and vaccination effect against COVID-19 pandemic.  In-
ternational Journal of Biological Macromolecules, 204:
161-168.

Forberg P, Schilt K 2023. What is ethnographic about digital
ethnography? A sociological perspective. Frontiers in So-
ciology, 8: 1156776.

Govender S 2017. Mistakes, Muddles, and Mixed Messages:
How Disjointed Health Reporting is Confusing the Issues
and Costing Lives. From <https://reutersinstitute. politics.
ox.ac.uk/our-research/mistakes-muddles-and-mixed messag-
es-how-disjointed-health-reporting-confusing-issues> (Re-
trieved on 23 November 2024).

Gyanwali GP 2020. Socio-cultural Impacts of COVID-19 in
Nepal. Molung Educational Frontier, 10: 13-26.WHO
(2024, June 7). WHO COVID-19 dashboard. From <ht-
tps://data.who.int/dashboards/covid19/deaths>  (Retrieved
on 7 June 2024).

Hariharan V 2021. Role of media on the xenophobic ap-
proach on the coronavirus. Issue 5 Int’l JL Mgmt and
Human, 4: 926.

Hayek L 2024. Media framing of government crisis commu-
nication during Covid-19. Media and Communica-
tion, 12(2024). https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.7774

Hennebry J, Hari KC 2020. Quarantined! Xenophobia and
Migrant Workers During the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Inter-
national Organization for Migration (IOM). Geneva, Au-
gust 2020.

Ittefaq M, Abwao M, Baines A, Belmas G, Kamboh SA, Figueroa
EJ 2022. A pandemic of hate: Social representations of
COVID 19 in the media. Analyses of Social Issues and
Public Policy, 22(1): 225-252.

Kim YC 2020. Media system dependency theory. The Inter-
national Encyclopaedia of Media Psychology, 3: 1-17.

Kryvasheyeu Y, Chen H, Obradovich N, Moro E, Van Hen-
tenryck P, Fowler J, Cebrian M 2016. Rapid assessment of
disaster damage using social media activity. Science Ad-
vances, 2(3): e1500779.

Lambrou A S 2023. Early detection and surveillance of the
SARS-CoV-2 variant BA. 2.86—worldwide, July-October
2023. MMWR. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 72.

Li A, Liu Z, Luo M, Wang 2021. Human mobility restrictions
and inter-provincial migration during the COVID-19 crisis
in China. Chinese Sociological Review, 53(1): 87-113.

Li X, English AS, Kulich SJ 2021. Anger among Chinese
migrants amid COVID-19 discrimination: The role of host
news coverage, cultural distance, and national identity. PLoS
One, 16(11): e0259866.

Li X 2024. How News Media Framed COVID-19 on Social
Media at the Early Stage: A Comparative Study of UK and
China. iConference 2024 Proceedings. https://hdl.handle.
net/2142/122788

Liu T, Xu M, Chen X 2021. Social media, gendered anxiety,
and disease-related misinformation: Discourses in contem-
porary China’s online anti-African sentiments. Asian Jour-
nal of Communication, 31(6): 485-501.

Loureiro ML, Alló M 2020. Sensing climate change and ener-
gy issues: Sentiment and emotion analysis with social media
in the UK and Spain. Energy Policy, 143: 111490.

Lowrey W 2004. Media dependency during a large-scale social
disruption: The case of September 11. Mass Communica-
tion and Society, 7(3): 339-357.

Martin S, Bergmann J 2021. (Im) mobility in the age of
COVID-19. International Migration Review, 55(3): 660-
687.

McCauley M, Minsky S, Viswanath K 2013. The H1N1 pan-
demic: media frames, stigmatization and coping. BMC
Public Health 13: 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-
2458-13-1116.

Mheidly N, Fares J 2020. Leveraging media and health com-
munication strategies to overcome the COVID-19
infodemic. Journal of Public Health Policy, 41(4): 410-
420.

Mittal R, Ahmed W, Mittal A, Aggarwal I 2021. Twitter users’
coping behaviors during the COVID-19 lockdown: An anal-
ysis of tweets using mixed methods. Information Discovery
and Delivery, 49(3): 193-202.

Mustaqim T, Umam K, Muslim MA 2020. Twitter text min-
ing for sentiment analysis on government’s response to
forest fires with Vader lexicon polarity detection and k-
nearest neighbor algorithm. Journal of Physics: Confer-
ence Series, 1567(3): 1-8. doi:10.1088/1742-6596/1567/
3/032024.

Mutua SN, Ong’ong’a DO 2020. Online news media framing
of COVID-19 Pandemic: Probing the initial phases of the
disease outbreak in international media. European Journal
of Interactive Multimedia and Education, 1(2): e02006.
https://doi.org/10.30935/ejimed/8402.

Ngcamu BS, Mantzaris E 2021. Xenophobia, media, and the
“Forgotten Dimensions”. In: BS Ngcamu, E Mantzaris
(Eds.): Addressing Xenophobia in South Africa: Drivers,
Responses, and Lessons from the Durban Untold Stories.
Leeds, England: Emerald Publishing Limited, pp. 61-81. 
10.1108/9781802624793.

Obianagwa CE, Ezeani EO, Ifem LA, Ugwuozor SI, Dein KR
2023. Human Rights violations and xenophobic attacks on
African migrants in China during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. African Renaissance, 20(4): 185-216. https://doi.org/
10.31920/2516-5305/2023/20n4a9.

Obi-Ani NA, Anikwenze C, Isiani MC, Freeman BC 2020.
Social media and the Covid-19 pandemic: Observations
from Nigeria. Cogent Arts & Humanities, 7(1): 1-15. ht-
tps://doi.org/10.1080/23311983.2020.1799483.

Okorie N 2022. Global media framing, COVID-19 and the
issue of vaccination: An empirical inquisition. Health Pro-
motion Perspectives, 12(2): 186-191. doi: 10.34172/
hpp.2022.23

Ouassini A, Amini M, Ouassini N 2022. #ChinaMustexplain:
Global tweets, COVID-19, and anti-Black racism in
China. The Review of Black Political Economy, 49(1): 61-
76.

Ratzan SC, Sommariva S, Rauh L 2020. Enhancing global
health communication during a crisis. Public Health Re-
search & Practice, 30(2): e3022010, https://doi.org/10.
17061/phrp3022010.

 Reny TT, Barreto MA 2022. Xenophobia in the time of
pandemic: Othering, anti-Asian attitudes, and COVID-
19. Politics, Groups, and Identities, 10(2): 209-232.



198 NELSON OKORIE AND TOLU OLAGUNJU

Ethno Med, 18(3): 190-198 (2024)

Renzaho AM 2020. The need for the right socio-economic
and cultural fit in the COVID-19 response in sub-Saharan
Africa: examining demographic, economic political, health,
and socio-cultural differentials in COVID-19 morbidity and
mortality. International Journal of Environmental Research
and Public Health, 17(10): 3445.

Salman A 2021. Media dependency, interpersonal communi-
cation, and panic during the COVID-19 movement con-
trol order. Journal of Media and Communication Re-
search, 13(1): 79-91.

Segerberg A, Bennett WL 2011. Social media and the organi-
zation of collective action: Using Twitter to explore the
ecologies of two climate change protests. The Communi-
cation Review, 14(3): 197-215. https://doi.org/10.1080/
10714421.2011.597250.

Sharma K, Seo S, Meng C, Rambhatla S, Liu Y 2020. Covid-19
on social media: Analyzing misinformation in Twitter
conversations. arXiv preprint, arXiv:2003.12309.

Statista 2024. Most Popular Social Networks Worldwide as of
April 2024, by Number of Monthly Active Users (in mil-
lions). Biggest Social Media Platforms by Users 2024.
Statista.

Umejei E 2021. Framing Xenophobia on Social Media: An
Analysis of Xenophobic Attacks on Nigerians Living in
South Africa. IntechOpen. doi: 10.5772/intechopen.94117.

Uwalaka T, Nwala B, Chinedu AC 2021. Social media, fake
news, and fake COVID-19 cures in Nigeria. Journal of
African Media Studies, 13(3): 435-449.

Wang H, Li Y, Ning X 2024. News coverage of the COVID-19
pandemic on social media and the public’s negative emo-
tions: Computational study. Journal of Medical Internet
Research, 26: e48491.

Workneh T W 2022. Pandemic politics and Africa: Examin-
ing discourses of Afrophobia in the news media. Journal of
African Media Studies, 14(1): 159-176.

World Health Organisation (WHO) 2024. Number of COV-
ID-19 Deaths Reported to WHO as of 10 November 2024.
COVID-19 Deaths. WHO COVID-19 dashboard (Retrieved
on 23 November 2024).

Xu J, Sun G, Cao W, Fan W, Pan Z, Yao Z, Li H, 2021. Stigma,
discrimination, and hate crimes in the Chinese-speaking
world amid the Covid-19 pandemic. Asian Journal of Crim-
inology, 16(1): 51-74.

Zhang X, Yang Q, Albaradei S, Lyu X, Alamro H, Salhi A, Gao
X 2021. Rise and fall of the global conversation and shift-
ing sentiments during the COVID-19 pandemic. Humanities
and Social Sciences Communications, 8(1): 1-10.

Zheng L, Liu S, Lu F 2023. Impact of National Omicron Out-
break at the end of 2022 on the future outlook of COVID-
19 in China. Emerging Microbes and Infections, 12(1):
2191738.

Paper received for publication in June, 2024
Paper accepted for publication in December, 2024


